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OECD ve IL.O tarafindan 2018 yilnda yaymmlanan Giomenlerin Gelismekte Olan Ulkelerin Ekonomilerine
Katkilars, gociin gelismekte olan iilkeler jizerindeki ekonomik etkisine dair kapsamle bir analiz sunmaktadur.
OECD Kalkinma Merkezi ve Ulnslararas: Cahgma Orgiitii'niin ortak. calismasi olan bu rapor, Arjantin'den
Tayland'a kadar on ortak iilkenin ekonomilerinde gogmenterin oynadsgs cok yonlii rollers incelemefetedir. Hem nicel
bem de nitel yontemler kullanilarak gerceklestirilen bu calisma, i5giicii gogiindin 15giicii piyasalarims, ekonomik
bityiimeyi ve kamu maliyesini nasil etkiledigini aydinlatmaktadsr. Rapor, ayruca giemenlerin ev sabibi iilkelerin
kalkinmasina olan olumin katkilarim: artirmay: hedefleyen kritik politika dnerileri de sunmaktadir. Bu incelenze,
Ulnm (2024) tarafindan gelistirilen Bes C yaklagimmi—Baglam, Icerik, Elestirel Analiz, Karsilagtirmalar ve
Sonug—benimseyerek bu dnemli eserin giigli ve zayif yonlerin, daba genis kapsamly etkilerini degerlendirmeyi
amaglamatktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Isgiicii Gigii; Gelismekte Olan Ekonomiler; Gig Politikast
ABSTRACT IN ENGLISH

Book Review: The 5 C’s Approach to Reviewing How Immigrants Contribute to
Developing Countries’ Economies by OECD/ILO (2018)

How Immigrants Contribute to Developing Countries’ Economies, published by the OECD and IL.O in 2018,
offers a comprebensive analysis of the economic impact of immigration on developing countries. This report, a
collaborative effort by the OECD Develgpment Centre and the International Labonr Organization, examines the
multifaceted roles that immigrants play in the economies of ten partner countries, ranging from Argentina to Thailand.
By employing both quantitative and qualitative methodologies, the study illuminates how labor migration influences
labor markets, economic growth, and public finance in these diverse contexts. The report also provides critical policy
recommendations aimed at enhancing the positive contributions of immigrants to their host countries' development.
This review adopts a Five C's approach developed by Ulum (2024)—Context, Content, Critical Analysis,
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Comparisons, and Conclusion—rto thoronghly evaluate the strengths, weaknesses, and broader implications of this
seminal work.

Keywords: Iabor Migration; Developing Economies; Immigration Policy

Giris

OECD ve ILO tarafindan 2018 yilinda yayinlanan Gégmenler Gelismekte Olan Ulkelerin
Ekonomilerine Nasil Katkida Bulunuyor raporu, on ortak tlkede gdé¢menlerin oynadigt
ekonomik rollerin kapsamlt bir analizini sunuyor. Rapor, hem nicel hem de nitel metodolojileri
kullanarak, isgiicti géctiniin cesitli gelismekte olan ilkelerde isglici piyasalari, kamu maliyesi
ve ckonomik buylme Uzerindeki ekonomik etkilerini aydinlatiyor. Bu ¢alisma, gociin
gelismekte olan ekonomilere katkilart hakkinda degerli bilgiler saglarken, ayni zamanda daha
fazla tartismayi gerektiren bazit sinirlamalar da sunmaktadir. Raporun baglica kisitlamalarindan
biri, ortak tlkelerin cogunda gégmenlik verilerinin mevcudiyeti ve kalitesidir. Giincel olmayan
niifus saymmi verilerine ve tutarsiz ulusal istatistiklere giivenmek, raporun bulgularinin
derinligini ve dogrulugunu siurlamaktadir. Bu sinirlamalar, mevcut verilerin isgiicti gb¢iiniin
ekonomik etkisine iliskin daha ilgili i¢g6riiler sunacagl hizli demografik degisimler veya kriz
sonrast go¢ kaliplart yasayan ilkelerde oOzellikle belirgindir. Rapor, belki de sivil toplum
kuruluslariyla ortakliklar veya devam eden degisiklikleri yakalayan gercek zamanli veri toplama
araclari yoluyla daha titiz veri toplamadan yararlanabilir.

Sekil 1. 5¢ Yaklasimi1

Elestirel
Analiz

Ayrica, rapor gb¢gmenlerin olumlu katkilarint artirmayi amaglayan gesitli politika 6nerileri sunsa
da, bu O6nerilerin cogu eyleme gegirilebilir olmak icin gereken 6zgullikten yoksundur.
"Go6cmenlerin  entegrasyonuna yatirim yapma" Onerisi yerinde olmakla birlikte, diger
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tlkelerden bagarili entegrasyon programlart 6rnekleriyle veya isgiicti piyasast reformlart veya
mesleki egitim girisimleri gibi uygulama i¢in daha somut adimlarla desteklenirse daha etkili
olacaktir. Bu ayrintillarin saglanmast, politika 6nerilerini gelismekte olan tlkelerdeki politika
yapictlar i¢in daha uygulanabilir hale getirecektir. Ek olarak, rapor gocle ilgili mevcut
literatiiriin ¢oguyla uyumlu olsa da - géc¢ln genellikle yerli iscilerin Gcretleri ve istthdami
tizerinde ithmal edilebilir bir etkiye sahip oldugunu vurgulasa da - dikkati hak eden alternatif
bakis actlart var. Ornegin, bazt diisiik ve orta gelirli tilkelerden yapilan arastirmalar, diisiik
vasifli géemenlerin biyik akinlarinin Gcretleri baskilayabilecegini ve belirli sektorlerdeki
ekonomik esitsizlikleri daha da koétiilestirebilecegini géstermektedir. Bu tiir karst arglimanlarla
ilgilenmek, gé¢lin isglicti piyasalart Gzerindeki etkisine dair daha dengeli ve kapsamli bir bakis
actst saglayacaktir. Bu sinurliliklara ragmen, raporun o6zellikle gelismekte olan tlkelerle ilgili
olmak tzere, gd¢ konusundaki kiresel séyleme yaptigt katkiar Snemlidir. Bulgulari,
goemenlerin ekonomik katkilarinin genellikle yeterince takdir edilmedigi diistik ve orta gelirli
tlkelerde gb¢ politikalarint sekillendirmek icin 6zellikle 6nemlidir. Rapor, gé¢lin daha genis
sosyal, politik ve ekonomik etkilerini genisleterek, isgiici piyasalart, stirdiiriilebilir kalkinma ve
kiiresel gé¢ yonetisimi hakkindaki uluslararast tartismalart daha da bilgilendirebilir.

Baglam

OECD ve Uluslararast Calisma Orgiitii (ILO) tarafindan 2018 yilinda ortaklasa yayinlanan
"Goégmenler Gelismekte Olan Ulkelerin Ekonomilerine Nasil Katkida Bulunuyor" raporu,
dustik ve orta gelirli tilkelerin ekonomik kalkinmasinda géciin genellikle g6z ard1 edilen ancak
hayati rolind ele alan 6ncl bir ¢aligmadir. Bu yayin, Arjantin, Kosta Rika, Fildisi Sahili,
Dominik Cumhuriyeti, Gana, Kirgizistan, Nepal, Ruanda, Glney Afrika ve Tayland olmak
tizere on ortak iilke ile isbirligi icinde yiiriitilen "Hedef Ulkeler Olarak Gelismekte Olan
Ulkelerde Isgiicti Gogiiniin Ekonomik Katkisinin Degerlendirilmesi" baslikli daha genis bir
projeden ortaya ¢ikmugtir.

Bu tlkeler ti¢ temel kritere gore secildi: calismaya katilmaya istekli olmalari, gelismekte olan
dunyadaki farkli gelir gruplarint temsil etmeleri ve sinirlar icinde géemen niifusun 6nemli
varligi. Bu tlkelerin secimi, gdciin gesitli ekonomik, sosyal ve politik baglamlardaki ¢ok yonli
etkilerini anlamaya yonelik stratejik bir niyeti yansitmakta ve boylece diger gelismekte olan
tlkelere genellestirilebilecek i¢goriler saglamaktadir. Bu rapor, gé¢menlerin siirdiirtlebilir
kalkinmaya olumlu katkilarint vurgulayan 2030 Surdirtlebilir Kalkinma Glndemi ve Kiiresel
Go¢ Sozlesmesi'nde yansitddigi gibi, gé¢ konularina artan kiiresel odaklanma géz 6niine
alindiginda 6zellikle 6nemlidir.

Bu raporun gelistirildigi arka plan, gelismekte olan tilkelerde gé¢tin ekonomik etkisi hakkinda
yaygin yanilgilar ile karakterize edilmektedir. Bu yanilgilar genellikle yabanct diismant duygulari
korikler ve gbemenlerin ev sahibi tlkelere getirebilecekleri potansiyel faydalart ihmal eden
veya baltalayan politikalara yol agar. Bu nedenle, OECD ve ILO'nun bu konudaki ampirik
kanitlart detleme girisimi, yalnizca zamaninda degil, aynt zamanda Onyargilardan ziyade
gerceklere dayanan politikalar bilgilendirmek i¢in de kritik 6neme sahiptir.

Igerik
Raporun igerigi, gé¢menlerin gelismekte olan tlkelerin ekonomilerine katkilarinin gesitli

boyutlarint kapsayacak sekilde titizlikle yapilandirilmustir. Her biri konunun farkli yonlerine
odaklanan alt1 ana bélime ayrimistir. Giris boliimt, projenin amaglarini, metodolojisini ve on
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ortak tlkenin secilmesinin ardindaki mantigr tartisarak sahneyi hazirlamaktadir. Ayrica,
raporun cevaplamaya calistigi temel aragtirma sorularini da Ozetlemektedir: Gogmenler
gelismekte olan ilkelerde isglicti piyasalarina, ekonomik bitylimeye ve kamu maliyesine nasil
katkida bulunur?

Sonraki bélimlerde bu sorular ayrintili olarak incelenmektedir. Boliim 2, modeller, itici gligler
ve politika baglami dahil olmak tzere ortak Ulkelerdeki gb¢ ortamina genel bir bakis
sunmaktadir. Bu bolim, Fildisi Sahili'ndeki disiik vasifli iscilerin buytk akinindan Kosta
Rika'daki nispeten yiiksek vasifli géce kadar, bu tlkelerdeki gé¢ deneyimlerinin cesitliliginin
altin1 ¢izmektedir. Rapor, gbciin etkisini degerlendirirken her tilkenin kendine 6zgt baglamint
anlamanin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir.

3. Bolum, istthdam oranlarina, isglicline katilma ve gée¢menlerin isgal ettigi is tirlerine
odaklanarak gbe¢menler icin isglic piyasast sonuglarini incelemektedir. Bulgular, cogu ortak
tilkede, gbemenlerin yerli iscilerden daha yiiksek isgticiine katilim oranlarina sahip oldugunu
ve bu da géc¢menlerin yerel halkin islerini "ellerinden aldig1" iddiastyla celistigini
gostermektedir. Bununla birlikte, bélim ayni zamanda gb¢menlerin distik vasifli, kayit dist
islerde istthdam edilme olasiliklatinin daha yiiksek olduguna ve bunun da ¢alisma kogullart ve
uzun vadeli ekonomik entegrasyon konusunda endiselere yol actigina isaret ediyor.

4. Bolim, gociin isgiict piyasalart tizerindeki daha genis etkisini ele almakta ve gb¢menlerin
varliginin yerli isciler icin tcretleri ve istthdam firsatlarini etkileyip etkilemedigini analiz
etmektedir. Rapor, tlke baglamina ve gé¢menlerin beceri diizeylerine baglt olarak farkliliklar
gostermekle bitlikte, genel etkinin ihmal edilebilir dizeyde oldugu sonucuna variyor. Bu bulgu,
genellikle gé¢tin yerli is¢ilerin istihdami ve Gcretleri iizerinde sinirh bir etkiye sahip oldugunu
6ne stren konuyla ilgili mevcut literatiirle uyumludur (Dustmann, Frattini, & Preston, 2013;
Peri, 2010).

5. Boliim'de rapor, kisi basina diissen GSYIH ve iiretkenlik gibi ¢esitli Slctitleri kullanarak
gbemenlerin ekonomik biyiimeye katkisini arastiriyor. Sonuglar, géemenlerin GSYTH'ya
katkisinin tUlkeler arasinda buytk farkhihiklar gésterdigini, Gana'da %1'den Fildisi Sahili'nde
%19'a kadar degistigini gostermektedir. Bu farklilik, gé¢men ntifusun buyukligy, isthdam
edildikleri sektorler ve ev sahibi ilkenin genel ekonomik yapisindaki farkhiliklara
baglanmaktadir.

Son analitik bélim olan Bélim 6, géc¢iin mali etkisini incelemektedir. Hem gé¢menlerin
vergiler yoluyla elde ettikleri geliri hem de kamu hizmetlerini kullanmalarini dikkate alir. Rapor,
cogu ilkede gbecmenlerin kiigitk de olsa olumlu bir net mali etkiye sahip oldugunu ortaya
koyuyor. Bu bulgu, yiksek gelirli tlkelerde yapilan ve gdc¢menlerin vergilere sosyal
yardimlardan aldiklarindan daha fazla katkida bulunma egiliminde olduklarini gésteren
calismalarla tutarlidir (Rowthorn, 2014).

Rapor, gécmenlerin gelismekte olan tlke ekonomilerine olumlu katkiarint artirmayt
amaglayan bir dizi politika 6nerisi ile sona ermektedir. Bunlar arasinda veri toplama ve
analizinin iyilestirilmesi, isglici piyasasinin ihtiyaclarina cevap veren gog politikalarinin
tasarlanmast ve gd¢menlerin kayitl ekonomiye entegrasyonuna yatirim yapilmast yer aliyor.
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Raporun giicli yonleri, kapsamli yaklagiminda ve hem nicel hem de nitel verileri kullanmasinda
yatmaktadir. Rapor, farkli ekonomik kosullara ve gé¢ modellerine sahip on iilkeyi kapsayarak,
gelismekte olan ekonomilerde gbciin roliine iligkin genis bir perspektif sunuyor. Anketler,
sektorel calismalar ve karsilastirmali analizleri iceren ¢alismanin metodolojik  titizligi,
bulgularin saglam ve giivenilir olmasint saglamaktadir.

Raporun en giiclii yonlerinden biri, gbgle ilgili yaygin mitleri ortadan kaldirma yetenegidir.
Ornegin, gé¢menlerin genellikle yerli iscilere gore daha yiiksek isgiiciine katilim oranlarina
sahip oldugu bulgusu, gé¢menlerin ekonomi tzerinde bir yik oldugu anlatisina meydan
okumaktadir. Benzer sekilde, raporun gociin yerli iscilerin tcretleri ve istthdam firsatlar
tzerinde ihmal edilebilir bir etkiye sahip oldugu sonucuna varmasi, konuyla ilgili daha genis
literatiitle uyumludur ve bulgularinin giivenilirligini daha da giliclendirmektedir (Ottaviano ve
Peri, 2012; Kart, 2001).

Ancak, raporun sinirlamalart da vardir. Karsilastigt ana zorluklardan biri, verilerin kalitesi ve
kullanilabilirligidir. Ortak iilkelerin ¢ogunda, gogle ilgili veriler seyrek veya tutarsiz bir sekilde
toplantyor, bu da analiz derinligini sinirliyor. Ornegin, rapor, baz iilkelerde, gd¢menlerle ilgili
mevcut tek verinin birka¢ yil 6nce yapilan niifus sayimlarindan geldigini ve bunun mevcut
gercekleri dogru bir sekilde yansitmayabilecegini belirtiyor. Glincel olmayan veya eksik verilere
olan bu giiven, gé¢menlerin katkilarinin hafife alinmasina veya fazla tahmin edilmesine yol
agabilir.

Diger bir sinirlama ise, raporun, 6nemli olmakla birlikte, gé¢tin daha genis sosyal ve politik
etkilerini tam olarak yakalamayan ekonomik katkilara odaklanmasidir. Sosyal entegrasyon,
kiltiirel gesitlilik ve yabanct diismanhigt gibi konular, gé¢ politikalarinin bagarisint etkileyen
kritik faktorler olmalarina ragmen sadece kisaca deginilmektedir. Rapor, ekonomik etkilerin
yani sira bu boyutlart da dikkate alan daha biitincil bir yaklasimdan faydalanabilirdi.

Ayrica, rapor degetli politika ¢nerileri sunsa da, bazen 6zgiilliikten yoksundur. Ornegin,
"g6¢menlerin entegrasyonuna yatirim yapma' Onerisi saglamdir, ancak ortak tlkelerden veya
baska yerlerden basarili entegrasyon politikalarinin somut Srneklerini icermesi daha eyleme
gecirilebilir olacaktir. Benzer sekilde, "gb¢ politikalarint isgiicti piyasasinin ihtiyaglarina goére
uyarlama" Onerisi, benzer baglamlarda etkili oldugu kanitlanmus belirli politika 6nlemlerinin
ana hatlariyla belirtilmesiyle gliclendirilebilir.

Kargilagtirma

"Géemenler Gelismekte Olan Ulkelerin Ekonomilerine Nasil Katkida Bulunur?", alandaki
diger calismalatla karsilastirildiginda, dustik ve orta gelirli tilkelere odaklanmastyla 6ne cikiyor.
Gogle ilgili mevcut literatiriin ¢ogu, yitksek gelirli tilkelere, 6zellikle de gbciin ekonomik
dinamiklerinin farkli oldugu OECD'deki iilkelere odaklanmaktadir. Ornegin, "Gogiin
Ekonomik ve Mali Sonuglart" (Ulusal Bilim, Mithendislik ve Tip Akademileri, 2017) gibi
calismalar, 6ncelikle isgiicii piyasast ve kamu maliyesi yapilarinin daha saglam ve resmi oldugu
Amerika Bitlesik Devletleri'nde go¢tn etkisini incelemektedir.

Buna karsilik, OECD/ILO raporu, ekonomik olarak daha az gelismis baglamlarda gbctn
roltne iliskin nadir ve degerli bir bakis acist sunmaktadir. Bunu yaparak, literatirdeki 6nemli
bir boslugu doldurur ve gelismekte olan tilkelerde daha bilingli politika olusturma icin bir temel
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saglar. Gelismekte olan tlkelerin diinyadaki uluslararasi géemenlerin tgte birinden fazlasina
ev sahipligi yaptig1, ancak kiiresel gé¢ tartismalarinda deneyimleri ve zorluklart genellikle g6z
ard1 edildigi g6z 6niine alindiginda, bu 6zellikle 6nemlidir (Olimid ve Olimid, 2019).

Rapor ayni zamanda géciin sosyal ve kiiltiirel boyutlarina odaklanan ¢alismalarla da gelisiyor.
Ornegin, Castles, de Haas ve Miller'in (2014) "Go6¢ Cagt", gbeiin yalnizca ekonomik degil, aynt
zamanda sosyal, kiiltiirel ve politik etkilerini de inceleyen daha genis bir yaklasim benimsiyor.
OECD/ILO raporu bu boyutlatin 6nemini kabul etmekle bitlikte, bitrincil odak noktast
ckonomik yonler olmaya devam ediyor ve bu da gb¢lin daha biitiinciil bir sekilde anlagilmastyla
ilgilenen akademisyenler ve politika yapicilar icin ¢ekiciliini sinirlayabilir.

Son

Sonug olarak, "Gégmenler Gelismekte Olan Ulkelerin Ekonomilerine Nasil Katkida Bulunur"
baslikli makale, gé¢ ve kalkinma literatiiriine 6nemli ve zamaninda bir katki saglamaktadur.
Gelismekte olan iilkelerde gé¢iin olumsuz etkileri hakkinda yaygin olarak kabul edilen algilara
meydan okuyan ampirik kamitlar sunmakta ve bu ilkelerin gé¢men nufuslarinin
potansiyelinden daha iyi yararlanmalarina yardimci olabilecek eyleme gegirilebilir politika
6nerileri sunmaktadir. Raporun, &zellikle veri kisitlamalari ve sosyal ve politik zorluklarin
yeterince vurgulanmamast ile ilgili bazi sinirlamalari olsa da, gé¢ ve ekonomik kalkinmanin
kesisimiyle ilgilenen politika yapicilar, arastirmacilar ve akademisyenler icin degerli bir kaynak
olmaya devam ediyor. Bulgulari, gé¢menlerin ekonomik biiylimeye ve kamu maliyesine
katkida bulunma potansiyelinin genellikle yeterince takdir edilmedigi gelismekte olan iilkeler
icin 6zellikle 6nemlidir. Raporun daha iyi veri toplama ve analiz etme ihtiyacina yaptigt
vurgunun yant sira isglici piyasasinin ihtiyaclarina cevap veren politikalar ¢agrisinda bulunmasi
Ozellikle 6nemlidir. Gog, kiiresel kalkinmanin temel itici giicii olmaya devam ederken, bu
raporun sagladigt icgbriiler, gelismekte olan diinyada daha etkili ve kapsayict gb¢ politikalarin
sekillendirmek icin cok 6nemli olacaktir.

Cikar Catigmas1 Beyani

Yazar herhangi bir ¢ikar catismasi beyan etmemektedir.

Bagvuru

Kart, D. (2001). Gé¢men girisleri, yerel cikiglar ve daha yiiksek gogiin yerel isglicti piyasast etkileri. Calsma
Ekonomisi Dergisi, 19(1), 22-64.

Kaleler, S., de Haas, H. ve Miller, M. J. (2014). Gor Cagr: Modern Diinyada Ulnslararas: Niifus Hareketleri (5. baska).
Palgrave Macmillan'in fotografi.

Dustmann, C., Frattini, T., & Preston, 1. (2013). Gociin tcret dagiimt tzerindeki etkisi. Ekonomik Calismalarm
Gazden Gegirilmesi, 80(1), 145-173. https://doi.org/10.1093 /restud /tds019

Ulusal Bilim, Mihendislik ve Tip Akademileri. (2017). Gagiin Ekonomik ve Mali Sonuglars. Ulusal Akademiler Basini.

OECD/ILO (2018), Gigmenler Gelismekte Olan Ulkelerin Ekonomilerine Nasil Katkida Bulunur? OECD Yaymlart.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264288737-cn

Olimid, AP ve Olimid, D. A. (2019). Toplumsal zotluklar, niifus egilimleri ve insan giivenligi: Birlesmis Milletler
yayinlarinda (2015-2019) kamu yonetisiminden kamitlar. Revista de Stiinte Politikast, 64, 53-64.

Ottaviano, G. L. ve Peri, G. (2012). G6¢iin ticretler tizerindeki etkisini yeniden diisinmek. Avrupa Ekononi Dernedi
Dergisi, 10(1), 152-197. https://doi.org/10.1111/}.1542-4774.2011.01052.x

Peri, G. (2016). G6gmenler, tiretkenlik ve isgiicti piyasalart. Eonomik Perspektifler Dergisz, 30(4), 3-30.

Kirek, R. (2014). Buyik 6lcekli gbg: Birlesik Krallik icin ekonomik ve demografik sonuclart. Civitas: Sivil Toplum
Calismalar: Enstitiisii. Exisim tarihi: 17 Ekim 2024, https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid= rep1&type=
pdf&doi=53512947f0573c186d1ab1f306e065¢18e91cfe2

& Go6g¢ Dergisi


http://www.gocdergisi.com/
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rds019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264288737-en
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1542-4774.2011.01052.x
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=%20rep1&type=%20pdf&doi=53512947f0573c186d1ab1f306e065c18e91cfe2
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=%20rep1&type=%20pdf&doi=53512947f0573c186d1ab1f306e065c18e91cfe2

Ulum 153

Ulum, O.G. (2024). Catisma I¢inde ve Otesinde Kadina Yénelik Siddet: Siddetin Sémiirgeciligi", Julia Carolin
Sachsede. 40(3), 139-144. https://doi.org/10.14431/aw.2024.9.40.3.139

Introduction

The report How Immigrants Contribute to Developing Countries’ Economies, published by
the OECD and ILO in 2018, presents a comprehensive analysis of the economic roles
immigrants play in ten partner countries. By employing both quantitative and qualitative
methodologies, the report illuminates the economic impacts of labor migration on labor
markets, public finance, and economic growth across a diverse range of developing countries.
While this work provides valuable insights into immigration's contributions to developing
economies, it also presents certain limitations that warrant further discussion. One of the
primary constraints of the report is the availability and quality of immigration data in many of
the partner countries. The reliance on outdated census data and inconsistent national statistics
limits the depth and accuracy of the report’s findings. These limitations are particularly evident
in countries experiencing rapid demographic shifts or post-crisis migration patterns, where
current data would offer more relevant insights into labor migration's economic impact. The
report could benefit from more rigorous data collection, perhaps through partnerships with
non-governmental organizations or real-time data collection tools that capture ongoing
changes.
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Moreover, while the report offers several policy recommendations aimed at enhancing the
positive contributions of immigrants, many of these recommendations lack the specificity
required to be actionable. The suggestion to “invest in immigrants' integration” is sound, but
it would be more effective if supported by examples of successful integration programs from
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other countries or more concrete steps for implementation, such as labor market reforms or
vocational training initiatives. Providing these details would make the policy suggestions more
applicable for policymakers in developing countries. Additionally, although the report aligns
with much of the existing literature on migration—highlighting that immigration generally has
a negligible effect on native wotkers' wages and employment—there are alternative
perspectives that deserve attention. For instance, studies from some low- and middle-income
countries suggest that large influxes of low-skilled immigrants can suppress wages and
exacerbate economic inequalities in specific sectors. Engaging with such counterarguments
would provide a more balanced and comprehensive view of immigration’s impact on labor
markets. Despite these limitations, the report’s contributions to the global discourse on
migration, particularly regarding developing countries, are significant. Its findings are
particularly relevant for shaping migration policies in low- and middle-income countries,
where immigrants' economic contributions are often underappreciated. By expanding on the
broader social, political, and economic implications of migration, the report could further
inform international debates on labor markets, sustainable development, and global migration
governance.

Context

The report "How Immigrants Contribute to Developing Countries’ Economies," published
jointly by the OECD and the International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2018, is a pioneering
work that addresses the often overlooked but crucial role of immigration in the economic
development of low- and middle-income countries. This publication emerged from a broader
project titled "Assessing the Economic Contribution of Labour Migration in Developing
Countries as Countries of Destination," which was conducted in collaboration with ten
partner countries: Argentina, Costa Rica, Céte d’Ivoire, the Dominican Republic, Ghana,
Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Rwanda, South Africa, and Thailand.

These countries were chosen based on three primary criteria: their willingness to engage in
the study, their representation of different income groups within the developing world, and
the significant presence of immigrant populations within their borders. The selection of these
countries reflects a strategic intention to understand the multifaceted impacts of immigration
across diverse economic, social, and political contexts, thereby providing insights that could
be generalized to other developing countries. This report is particularly relevant given the
increasing global focus on migration issues, as reflected in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Global Compact for Migration, which emphasize the positive
contributions of migrants to sustainable development.

The background against which this report was developed is characterized by widespread
misconceptions about the economic impact of immigration in developing countries. These
misconceptions often fuel xenophobic sentiments and lead to policies that either neglect or
undermine the potential benefits that immigrants can bring to their host countries. The
OECD and ILO's initiative to compile empirical evidence on this subject is therefore not only
timely but also critical for informing policies that are based on facts rather than prejudices.

Content

The content of the report is meticulously structured to cover various dimensions of
immigrants' contributions to the economies of developing countries. It is divided into six
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main chapters, each focusing on different aspects of the topic. The introductory chapter sets
the stage by discussing the project's objectives, methodology, and the rationale behind the
selection of the ten partner countries. It also outlines the key research questions the report
seeks to answer: How do immigrants contribute to labor markets, economic growth, and
public finance in developing countries?

Subsequent chapters delve into these questions in detail. Chapter 2 provides an overview of
the immigration landscape in the partner countries, including patterns, drivers, and the policy
context. This chapter underscores the diversity of immigration experiences across these
countries, from the large influx of low-skilled workers in Céte d’Ivoire to the relatively high-
skilled migration in Costa Rica. The report highlights the importance of understanding the
specific context of each country when assessing the impact of immigration.

Chapter 3 examines the labor market outcomes for immigrants, focusing on employment
rates, participation in the labor force, and the types of jobs that immigrants occupy. The
findings indicate that, in most partner countries, immigrants have higher labor force
participation rates than native-born workers, which contradicts the often-cited claim that
immigrants "take away" jobs from locals. However, the chapter also points out that
immigrants are more likely to be employed in low-skilled, informal jobs, which raises concerns
about their working conditions and long-term economic integration.

Chapter 4 addresses the broader impact of immigration on labor markets, analyzing whether
the presence of immigrants affects wages and employment opportunities for native-born
workers. The report concludes that the overall impact is negligible, with variations depending
on the country context and the skill levels of immigrants. This finding aligns with existing
literature on the topic, which generally suggests that immigration has a limited effect on native
wotkers' employment and wages (Dustmann, Frattini, & Preston, 2013; Peri, 2010).

In Chapter 5, the report explores the contribution of immigrants to economic growth, using
various metrics such as GDP per capita and productivity. The results indicate that immigrants'
contribution to GDP varies widely across countries, ranging from 1% in Ghana to 19% in
Cote d’Ivoire. This variation is attributed to differences in the size of the immigrant
population, the sectors in which they are employed, and the overall economic structure of the
host country.

The final analytical chapter, Chapter 6, examines the fiscal impact of immigration. It considers
both the revenue generated by immigrants through taxes and their use of public services. The
report finds that in most countries, immigrants have a positive net fiscal impact, albeit small.
This finding is consistent with studies conducted in high-income countries, which also suggest
that immigrants tend to contribute more in taxes than they receive in benefits (Rowthorn,
2014).

The report concludes with a set of policy recommendations aimed at enhancing the positive
contributions of immigrants to developing countries' economies. These include improving
data collection and analysis, designing immigration policies that respond to labor market
needs, and investing in the integration of immigrants into the formal economy.
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Critical Analysis

The report's strengths lie in its comprehensive approach and its use of both quantitative and
qualitative data. By covering ten countries with diverse economic conditions and migration
patterns, the report offers a broad perspective on the role of immigration in developing
economies. The methodological rigor of the study, which includes surveys, sectoral studies,
and comparative analyses, ensures that the findings are robust and credible.

One of the key strengths of the report is its ability to dispel common myths about
immigration. For example, the finding that immigrants often have higher labor force
participation rates than native-born workers challenges the narrative that immigrants are a
burden on the economy. Similarly, the report's conclusion that immigration has a negligible
impact on native workers' wages and employment opportunities aligns with the broader body
of literature on the subject, further reinforcing the credibility of its findings (Ottaviano & Peri,
2012; Card, 2001).

However, the report is not without its limitations. One of the main challenges it faces is the
quality and availability of data. In many of the partner countries, data on immigration is sparse
or inconsistently collected, which limits the depth of analysis. For example, the report notes
that in some countries, the only available data on immigrants comes from censuses conducted
several years ago, which may not accurately reflect current realities. This reliance on outdated
or incomplete data may lead to underestimations or overestimations of immigrants'
contributions.

Another limitation is the report's focus on economic contributions, which, while important,
does not fully capture the broader social and political implications of immigration. Issues such
as social integration, cultural diversity, and xenophobia ate only briefly mentioned, despite
being critical factors that influence the success of immigration policies. The report could have
benefited from a more holistic approach that considers these dimensions alongside the
economic impacts.

Moreover, while the report provides valuable policy recommendations, it sometimes lacks
specificity. For instance, the recommendation to "invest in immigrants' integration" is sound,
but it would be more actionable if it included concrete examples of successful integration
policies from the partner countties or elsewhere. Similatly, the suggestion to "adapt migration
policies to labor market needs" could be strengthened by outlining specific policy measures
that have proven effective in similar contexts.

Comparisons

When compared to other works in the field, "How Immigrants Contribute to Developing
Countties” Economies" stands out for its focus on low- and middle-income countties. Most
of the existing literature on immigration focuses on high-income countries, particularly those
in the OECD, where the economic dynamics of immigration are different. For example,
studies like "The Economic and Fiscal Consequences of Immigration" (National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017) primatily examine the impact of immigration
in the United States, where the labor market and public finance structures are more robust
and formalized.
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In contrast, the OECD/ILO report provides a rare and valuable insight into the role of
immigration in less economically developed contexts. By doing so, it fills a significant gap in
the literature and provides a basis for more informed policy-making in developing countries.
This is particularly important given that developing countries host more than one-third of the
wotld's international migrants, yet their experiences and challenges are often ovetlooked in
global migration debates (Olimid & Olimid, 2019).

The report also contrasts with works that focus on the social and cultural dimensions of
immigration. For example, "The Age of Migration" by Castles, de Haas, and Miller (2014)
takes a broader approach, examining not only the economic but also the social, cultural, and
political impacts of migration. While the OECD/ILO report acknowledges the importance
of these dimensions, its primary focus remains on the economic aspects, which may limit its
appeal to scholars and policymakers interested in a more holistic understanding of migration.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "How Immigrants Contribute to Developing Countries’ Economies" is a
significant and timely contribution to the literature on migration and development. It provides
empitical evidence that challenges commonly held perceptions about the negative impacts of
immigration in developing countries and offers actionable policy recommendations that could
help these countries better harness the potential of their immigrant populations. While the
report has some limitations, particularly regarding data constraints and the underemphasis of
social and political challenges, it remains a valuable resource for policymakers, researchers,
and academics interested in the intersection of migration and economic development. Its
tindings are particularly relevant for developing countries, where the potential for immigrants
to contribute to economic growth and public finance is often underappreciated. The report’s
emphasis on the need for better data collection and analysis, as well as its call for policies that
are responsive to labor market needs, are especially pertinent. As migration continues to be a
key driver of global development, the insights provided by this report will be crucial for
shaping more effective and inclusive immigration policies in the developing world.
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